Princeton, Ontario, circa.1908. Postcard courtesy of John Gruszka.
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Frank Cowan Company, Princeton.

The Indelible Cowan Imprint

Cowan’s was as dynamic a company during the  Woodstock, Burford, Paris, Brantford, Kitchener, and

Cowan Dalton, Kitchener,

decade leading up to its Seventy-Fifth anniversary as  Hamilton, and a sister company, Burford Insurance




Thank You Fr

Frank Cowan did not much care for school. He did
not seek advanced degrees or academic certificates.
Yet it would be patently false, silly, to characterize
him as an uneducated man. Frank was a voracious
reader with varied interests, and possessed
a remarkable ability to absorb and recall what he had
read. His broad-based knowledge is legendary among
those who knew him. Friends and colleagues noted
his appetite for politics and understanding of the
North American political scene. Although economical
with words, and more prone to active listening than
to talking himself, Frank’s aptitude for reasoned

debate was well known.

It is fitting, then, that a sizeable contribution from
Frank’s estate made it possible to build the Princeton
and District Library and Museum. Completed in 1996,
Frank had begun promoting the combined facility

project quite a few years before his death.

munity, and although basking in
accolades would have gone against his grain, we can

at least offer him deserved thanks.

Frank was also unflappable. Few, in fact, can recall
ever seeing him angered (with the possible exception
of those occasions when he could not, no matter
where in the office he searched, locate his
one-hole paper punch). Frank’s manner was kind
and approachable, his heart generous and
non-judgemental. His reaction to the gaffes and
slip-ups of those around him, and to his own

blunders, were consistently good-natured.

Frank Cowan modelled exceptional qualities, and
is remembered with admiration by veteran employees
of the Frank Cowan Company Limited, and the

Princeton community at large.






